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Specimen Paper Answers — Paper 1

Introduction

These specimen answers have been produced by Cambridge to exemplify standards for those teaching
Cambridge IGCSE Urdu as a Second Language 0539, and to show examples of very good answers for
Exercises 1-6 from the 2021 Specimen Paper 01.

Each answer is followed by a commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers. These
examiner comments indicate why marks were awarded and how answers could be improved

The Specimen Papers and their mark schemes are available to download from the School Support Hub.
These files are:

2021 Specimen Paper 01

2021 Specimen Paper Mark Scheme 01

Past examination resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support
Hub.


http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/support
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Details of the assessment

Paper 1 Reading and Writing

All questions and responses will be in Urdu.
Written paper, 2 hours, 60 marks
Candidates should attempt all questions.

For all parts of this paper, candidates write their answers in spaces provided in a question paper booklet.
Dictionaries may not be used in the examination.

The guestion paper has six exercises:

Exercise 1 — Short answer guestions: candidates read a short text printed in the question paper and answer
a series of questions that test their skimming and gist-reading skills and require short answers of a single word
or phrase. The text will be one of the following types: advertisement, brochure, leaflet, guide, report, manual,
instructions, newspaper/magazine article.

Assessment objectives: R1, R2, R3, R4
Total marks: 8

Exercise 2 — Multiple matching: candidates read a series of short paragraphs followed by a series of
sentences, then match each sentence to one of the paragraphs.

Assessment objectives: R1, R2, R3
Total marks: 9

Exercise 3 — Note-making: candidates read a longer text printed in the question paper and make brief notes
under a number of supplied headings.

Assessment objectives: R1, R2, R3, R4
Total marks: 9

Exercise 4 — Summary: candidates write a paragraph-length summary (of no more than 100 words) about an
aspect or aspects of the text in exercise 3. Candidates should use their own words as far as possible.

Assessment objectives: R2, B3, W1, W2, W3, W4, W5
Total marks: 10

Exercise 5 — Writing exercise: candidates write a short piece of functional prose such as an email, of
approximately 120 words. A stimulus of short prompts and/or pictures will be printed in the question paper. A
purpose, format and audience for the writing will be specified.

Assessment objectives: W1, W2, W3, W4, W5

Total marks: 8

Exercise 6 — Extended writing exercise: candidates write a longer piece of continuous prose, of approximately
200 words. A stimulus of short prompts will be printed in the question paper. A purpose, format and audience
for the writing will be specified.

Assessment objectives: W1, W2, W3, W4, W5

Total marks: 16
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Exercise 1
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Examiner comment

The answers show a good understanding of the passage and questions and achieved full marks. A good use
of skimming skills is demonstrated by providing answers using the key words. The candidate has mentioned
relevant information.

Total mark awarded = 8 out of 8
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Exercise 2
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Examiner comment
This question tests the candidate’s understanding of various kinds of short texts.

The answers here are correct and accurate. The candidate has read the text, identified the key information
and compared it with the possible matching statement. The candidate has also checked if the statement
meets the requirements of the passage. The candidate has avoided using identical words in the description
and text to choose an answer, and instead focused on the meaning of whole text.

Total mark awarded = 9 out of 9
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Exercise 3
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Examiner comment

The candidate has carefully read the information and grasped the concept about the process and ways to
stop the smoke. The pieces of information have been written in short and cohesive sentences that
demonstrate clear understanding and the use of language is accurate, as well. The answer scored full
marks.

Total mark awarded = 9 out of 9
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Exercise 4
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Examiner comment

The candidate has written a good and concise summary of 98 words and addressed all the points mentioned
in the question.

The use of vocabulary is accurate.

The candidate has also used different linking words to connect two ideas in order to summarise the points,
and made the writing interesting to read and coherent. The candidate has avoided lifting or copying
sentences from the text, and has written it in their own words organising the sequence of points in a
cohesive manner.

Total mark awarded = 10 out of 10
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Exercise 5
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Examiner comment

Content: This candidate has written an email which is visible from the structure of writing and kept within the
word limit count. The task has been fully completed using relevant ideas. The candidate has expressed
opinions and explained views logically and coherently.

Range: The candidate has regularly used extended well-linked sentences throughout. A wide range of
simple and complex structures has been used. The vocabulary is ambitious and served the meaning.

Accuracy of language: Overall this is a well-constructed task with linked paragraphs. The spelling and
grammar used is accurate.

Total mark awarded = 8 out of 8
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Exercise 6
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Examiner comment

Content: The candidate has written an essay, which corresponds to the demand of the question and kept
the required number of words. The task has been completed fully using relevant ideas. The candidate’s
opinions and views have been expressed both logically and coherently.

Range: The candidate has used extended well-linked sentences. There is variety of structures ranging from
simple to complex sentences. The vocabulary is ambitious and serves the meaning. Verb tenses are also
varied and suitable to the tenses expressed.

Accuracy of language: Generally the spelling and grammar is accurate in this answer, but not necessarily
without errors.

Total mark awarded = 16 out of 16
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