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Worksheet 3: Sociological evidence

List every study or piece of empirical evidence you can find from your given sub-topic and provide a brief outline.

A Level topic Sub-topics

6. Education and inequality 6.1. Intelligence and educational attainment
	• The difficulties in defining intelligence.
	• IQ tests and the extent to which they are 

influenced by social factors.
	• Intelligence as an influence on educational 

attainment.

6.2. Social class and educational attainment
	• The relationship between material factors and 

educational attainment.
	• Cultural explanations for patterns in social 

class and educational attainment, including 
parental attitudes, values, speech codes, and 
cultural capital.

	• In-school factors, including labelling, ability 
grouping and pupil subcultures.

	• Compensatory education programmes.

6.3. Ethnicity and education attainment
	• Racism in schools.
	• Cultural explanations for patterns in ethnicity 

and educational attainment.
	• Ethnicity and subcultures.
	• The relationship between ethnicity, social class 

and gender.

6.4 . Gender and educational attainment
	• The relationship between gender socialisation 

and educational attainment.
	• Wider social changes and gendered 

educational achievement, including changing 
female expectations and the crisis of 
masculinity.

	• Gender and subcultures.
	• Teacher expectations and gendered behaviour 

in the classroom. 




