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Exercise 1

Read the web page about a town in Australia called Coober Pedy, and then answer the questions.

Coober Pedy

The town of Coober Pedy, in South Australia, is a very interesting place. Although there have been 
people living in the area for a long time, other parts of the world only learned about the region’s 
existence in 1858 when an explorer from Scotland, McDouall Stuart, travelled nearby. It was later 
still, in 1915, that the town was constructed. This followed an important discovery in the area when 
highly coloured, precious stones called opals were found in large amounts. By 1999, opal mining 
had become an important industry for the area, and nowadays, Coober Pedy is often referred to as 
the opal capital of the world.

Another reason why Coober Pedy is so well known is that many people live in houses which, 
unusually, are located underground. These houses look similar to caves and being underground 
means they can remain cool in high temperatures. On the surface, these are regularly over 40 °C 
in the summer. What’s more, the temperature below ground stays constant through the year. The 
town gradually became a popular tourist destination, and over time, mines were opened to the 
public and hotels were built. Tourists also wanted to see the houses and explore the underground 
churches. Because these buildings are constructed underground, no sounds from the outside can 
be heard. Since 1987, there has been a particular increase in tourist numbers. It was at that time 
that a main road called the Stuart Highway was completed. Visitors without their own transport still 
have various options to reach the town, including arriving by train, or by a coach which arrives once 
a day. The train station is outside the town, and people need to plan any trip carefully as the service 
only runs once a week. Tourists are also strongly advised to avoid visiting at certain times of year 
due to the extreme heat. Making trips during January and February is particularly challenging, with 
April to October being seen as a far more sensible choice.

There’s plenty to see in the town and its surroundings. As well as the spectacular scenery of the 
vast Australian outback, there’s the first ‘tree’ in the area. It’s a sculpture made of iron, and there’s 
nothing else like it. Representing the arrival of the first trucks in the 1950s, it’s located on a hill 
nearby, and is a popular subject for photos. In the town, there are also various art galleries, both 
above and under the ground. Coober Pedy artists are highly productive, so it is fortunate that it is 
relatively easy to enlarge an underground house, if needed, by digging out an extra room to make 
an artist’s studio!
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Question 1

 When was the town of Coober Pedy built?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 2

 What development in the 1980s made it easier for more tourists to get to Coober Pedy?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 3

 How often do trains stop near Coober Pedy?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 4

 Which months are given as being the worst times for tourists to visit?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 5

 Where in the area can visitors see an unusual piece of public art?

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [1]

Question 6

 What are the benefits for people in Coober Pedy of having buildings underground?

 Give three details.

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................................................................  [3]

[Total: 8]
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Exercise 2

Read the article written by four people (A–D) who all have a family tradition which is important to them. 
Then answer Questions 7(a)–(i).

An important family tradition

A  Benny

Our family tradition is that one day in June, we get together and go for a walk. My parents, my 
brother and I live in different places, so we meet up near our family home. As my parents have got 
older, we’ve chosen slightly shorter walks. We’ve done a walk every year ever since I decided to 
visit a popular local beauty spot on holiday. While there, I heard a familiar voice: it was my brother! 
By chance, he’d also stopped there for a break on a long drive. When we told our parents, we all 
decided to make a family walk an annual event. After all, walking is something that we all enjoy. 
We always go back to our parents’ house for a meal together afterwards. For my brother and me, 
it’s time to switch off from our busy jobs, and my mum says having the opportunity to feed us again 
back at her house is just like old times!

B  Norah

A tradition in my family is that every year, my mum does a painting of each of her grandchildren. 
She got the idea from someone in an art group she belonged to – they’d wanted to give their 
daughter a present she wasn’t expecting so had given her a portrait. I know that everyone who 
comes to my house certainly notices them on the wall straight away, and always admires them. 
My sister and I usually provide up‑to‑date photos of our children for her to use, and one of the 
nicest things has been that the children now have a collection of pictures showing them at different 
stages, with different haircuts and clothes. I have to accept that at some point she probably won’t 
feel like doing it, but that’s OK; we’ll always have a lovely collection of visual memories to look back 
on! If you’ve got any artists in your family, it’s something that’s really unique and fun to do.

C  Kieron

Every year, on New Year’s day, my sister and I go swimming in the sea. We live in the UK, so 
the water’s pretty cold then but we both love the challenge! We just wear our normal swimming 
costumes – one year we didn’t do that and wore diving wetsuits over our costumes, but it felt like 
cheating so we took them off and went in again! Everyone must think we’re a bit strange, but we 
don’t care. In fact, last year there was a small group of people on the beach obviously wanting 
to get in the water but probably thinking it was too cold. Seeing us gave them the courage they 
needed, and they came and joined us. I’ll be surprised if I see them again though!

D  Marnie
 
Every year, instead of giving my grandmother a birthday present, I take her out to an expensive 
hotel for a special birthday tea. Our tradition started when I asked her one year what I could buy her 
as a present, and she said there was nothing she really needed. Most people like the excitement 
of opening a present but instead, she wanted to have an experience to look back on. So that’s 
what I tried to give her, and we’ve done it ever since! We have thought about choosing somewhere 
different, but we always end up going back to the same place with its lovely garden where we can 
sit outside and enjoy excellent cakes! We’re having to rethink our next trip though as the hotel is 
temporarily closed for repairs, but I’m confident we’ll find something else.
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For each statement, write the correct letter, A, B, C or D, on the line. 

Question 7

 Which person …

 (a) mentions that a part of the tradition has changed over time? .......... [1]

 (b)  suggests that other people might enjoy making this a tradition too? .......... [1]

 (c)  contrasts their tradition with something that many people do? .......... [1]

 (d)  describes what different people enjoy about the tradition? .......... [1]

 (e)  says that people outside the family are impressed by the tradition? .......... [1]

 (f)  describes the consequence of changing part of the tradition? .......... [1]

 (g)  admits that the tradition might not continue in future? .......... [1]

 (h)  describes an occasion when the tradition had an effect on other people? .......... [1]

 (i)  explains that the tradition began because of an unexpected event? .......... [1]

[Total: 9]
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Exercise 3

Read the article about a company that provides adventure holidays, and then complete the notes.

Great Outdoors Adventure Company

A week’s adventure holiday with Great Outdoors will give you more than just great memories. 
During the week, you’ll be hiking and camping in some of the country’s most beautiful landscapes, 
and you’ll gain an appreciation for natural beauty. We run various trips for groups throughout the 
year, and because the degree of difficulty for each is different, it’s crucial that you read the website 
descriptions carefully. Whichever one you go for, by the end of the week you’ll certainly notice 
an increase in your self‑confidence. This is something which comes from having completed the 
challenges we set you along the way. It can be tough at times, but that’s all part of the experience, 
and you’ll leave with a greater determination never to give up that will make it all worth it!

Once your place on the adventure holiday is confirmed, your adventure leader will ask you to 
complete a fitness plan which they will email you. The purpose of this is to help you make the most 
of your holiday – it’s full of useful ideas. When they contact you, there will also be the opportunity to 
sign up to our group chat facility. While this is of course completely optional, it’s an excellent idea, 
and can help make the first meeting with a new group of people just a little easier!

On the first day, you’ll be given a programme of challenges for the week. As well as hiking during 
the day, you also set up camp every evening. Everyone is expected to help, and it’s a great way 
to make friends with the other adventurers in your group. Your guide is a good chef, but you have 
to contribute to the cooking. If you can practise some basic cooking skills before you arrive, it will 
make you a much more helpful campmate – and of course it’s something that always comes in 
useful! And while there’s plenty of food provided at mealtimes, if you pack a few energy bars to 
bring with you, they will most likely be welcome on a long hike!

Completing the challenges can’t be done alone. You all need to rely on each other, and the ability 
to recognise strengths in other people is something that you will quickly learn. Then, when it’s your 
turn to be the group leader, you’ll know which person is best suited for each part of the challenge. 
This can really save you time as well as resulting in a happier team.

By the end of your week away, we guarantee you’ll be a changed person! As well as having some 
very impressive stories to tell, you’ll leave having made some great new friends. We look forward to 
helping you get started on your next Great Outdoors adventure!

* 0000800000006 *

D
O

 N
O

T
 W

R
IT

E
 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN



7

0510/12/F/M/25© UCLES 2025 [Turn over

Imagine you are going to give a talk to your classmates about going on a Great Outdoors 
adventure holiday.

Use words from the article to help you write some notes.

Make short notes under each heading.

Question 8 

 How to prepare for your adventure holiday:

•  ...................................................................................................................................................

•  ...................................................................................................................................................

•  ...................................................................................................................................................

•  ............................................................................................................................................. [4]

Question 9

 The personal qualities an adventure holiday can develop:

•  ...................................................................................................................................................

•  ...................................................................................................................................................

•  ............................................................................................................................................. [3]

[Total: 7]
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Exercise 4

Read the article about an artist who creates artwork on the ground using coloured sand, and then 
answer the questions.

The sand artist

If you take a walk in a popular London tourist area, you’ll see street entertainers such as musicians 
or magicians. You might also see something different – the work of sand artist Lisa Cortez. Lisa uses 
coloured sand to create detailed patterns on the ground. If people like her work, they can show their 
appreciation by leaving money in the small box she has nearby. There are of course some people 
who appear too busy with their mobile phones to show an interest in her art. She feels, however, that 
she gives people who wouldn’t necessarily consider a trip to an art gallery the chance to experience 
art for themselves, something which she thinks is very positive. Most passers‑by do stop and ask 
where the inspiration for her highly detailed designs comes from.

Working outside comes with certain challenges. Her creations cannot be fixed to the ground, as 
the sand needs to be swept up at the end of each day. But she can prevent her artwork from being 
blown away by choosing a place out of the wind. Normally at lunchtimes, she can rely on a flow of 
office workers or tourists to see her work as they enjoy the chance to be outside. In extremely hot 
weather, however, they prefer the air‑conditioned atmosphere found in the cafés to being outside. 
You might also imagine that rain would be the most difficult problem to manage, but as Lisa points 
out, it is quite easy to check when rain is expected so she can alter her plans.

Lisa explains that she spends most of the summer designing and creating her patterns. Because her 
artwork is different to the usual things people see, she finds that the box she leaves out for donations 
from people who admire her work fills up quickly on a good day, and sometimes, people come to find 
her because she’s an artist they’ve heard about. With the money from the box, and the art classes 
she runs during the winter, she makes enough to rent her small flat in London. Teaching full‑time 
would allow her to afford something bigger, but she’d miss making her art outside. The classes she 
teaches are for people who want to learn traditional painting methods, although she’s thinking about 
running some classes teaching other people her techniques with sand.

Lisa offers suggestions to anyone thinking about trying sand art in public. For example, while most 
people walking by say lovely things, there are always those who like to criticise, she says, so learning 
not to be upset is important. She has also discovered that if you try and create your sand art too 
close to a path, the sand will be disturbed by the movement of the crowds. Somewhere quieter is 
better, and will allow you to work on fine decoration, she adds. Lisa’s work is based on very precise, 
beautiful Indian patterns. While making pictures that reflect familiar scenes seems like a good idea, 
she believes that the colourful sand is perfect for her highly detailed patterns.

Lisa has an exciting month ahead, with an exhibition of her work coming up. It took a while to find the 
best way of displaying her work; obviously the items she has created specially for the exhibition can’t 
hang on the wall, so she has asked the organisers to cover her work with thin plastic sheets. These give 
a clear view of the art while at the same time prevent people touching it. The hall where the exhibition 
takes place should be big enough for the people Lisa is hoping will come to view her work in comfort.
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For each question, choose the correct answer, A, B or C, and put a tick (✓✓) in the appropriate 
box.

Question 10

 What does Lisa say is important about doing her artwork in public?

 A She gets people to stop focusing only on their phones. 

 B She brings art to people who might not go to see it. 

 C She gets ideas for new pictures from people she talks to. 
  [1]

Question 11

 What point does Lisa make about the weather?

 A Changes in wind direction prevent her from working. 

 B It’s difficult to protect her artwork from wet conditions. 

 C Hot temperatures prevent people from seeing her artwork. 
  [1]

Question 12

 In paragraph 3, the writer suggests that Lisa

 A considers her art to be more important than money. 

 B is pleased about being a well‑known artist. 

 C uses techniques that have been copied by other people. 
  [1]

Question 13

 What advice does Lisa give to people who would like to try sand art in public?

 A Include ideas from the local area in your artwork. 

 B Create your artwork where lots of people walk past. 

 C Be prepared to deal with negative comments. 
  [1]
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Question 14

 What is the writer doing in paragraph 5?

 A suggesting the number of visitors Lisa is expecting 

 B giving the reason for a request Lisa made 

 C explaining why producing enough artwork was hard for Lisa 
  [1]

Question 15

 The writer has written the article to

 A give a profile of an unusual artist. 

 B review the work of a local artist. 

 C describe the process of creating sand art. 
[1]

[Total: 6]
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Please turn over for Exercise 5.
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Exercise 5

Question 16

In your town, a new place has opened for young people to use.

 Write an email to a friend telling them about the new place.

In your email you should:

• describe the place that has opened for young people

• explain how the place can improve the lives of young people

• suggest your friend goes to the place with you.

Write about 120 to 160 words.

You will receive up to 6 marks for the content of your email and up to 9 marks for the language 
used.
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 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................................................................................
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 ..........................................................................................................................................................

 [Total: 15]
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Exercise 6

Question 17

 Your class recently had a discussion about whether all teenagers should do exercise. Your teacher 
has asked you to write an essay about the subject.

 In your essay, give your opinion about whether all teenagers should do exercise.

 Here are some comments:

Some teenagers don’t have 
time to exercise.

Doing exercise means 

we are healthier.

It can cost a lot to do exercise.

Exercising is fun!

 Now write an essay for your teacher.

 The comments above may give you some ideas, and you should also use some ideas of your 
own.

 Write about 120 to 160 words.

 You will receive up to 6 marks for the content of your essay and up to 9 marks for the language 
used.
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 [Total: 15]
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