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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alon gside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question  
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.  

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond 
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 

• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.  

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the fu ll mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 

 
 

English & Media subject specific general marking principles 
(To be read in conjunction with the Generic Marking Principles (and requiring further guidance on how to place marks within l evels)) 

 

Components using level descriptors: 

• We use level descriptors as a guide to broad understanding of the qualities normally expected of, or typical of, work in a le vel.  

• Level descriptors are a means of general guidance and should not be interpreted as hurdle statements.  
• Where indicative content notes are supplied for a question, these are not a prescription of required content, and must not be treated as such. 

Alternative correct points and unexpected answers in candidates’ scripts must be given marks that fairly reflect the knowledg e and skills 
demonstrated.  

• While we may have legitimate expectations as to the ground most answers may occupy, we must at all times be prepared to meet 
candidates on their chosen ground, provided it is relevant ground (e.g. clearly related to and derived from a relevant passag e/text and 
meeting the mark scheme requirements for the question). 
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Annotations guidance for centres 
 
Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the 
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standard isation and monitoring 
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and 
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.  
 
We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note  that there may 
not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an 
indication of the quality of the response.  
 
The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.  
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Annotations 
 

Annotation Meaning 

 Assessment Objective 1 

 Assessment Objective 2 

 Assessment Objective 3 

 
Good point 

 

Error (analysis) 

 SPAG error 

 

Unclear expression / errors throughout 

 Good language 

 Lifted material 

 Purpose 

 Addressing the question 

 

Uncertain relevance to the question 

 Repetition 

 Tense error 
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English Language specific marking instructions: 
 
AO1 Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety of texts. (Understanding)  

• Marks should be awarded for the accuracy of the candidate’s understanding of the text and its features, not for any analysis of them which is 
recognised under AO3.  

• Where comparison is required, marks should be awarded for the candidate’s recognition of similarities and differences between  the texts and 
their features, not for any consequent analysis. 

• When awarding a ‘best-f it’ mark within a Level for each AO, consider each bullet point equally.  
 
AO2 Write effectively, creatively, accurately and appropriately, for a range of audiences and purposes. (Writing)  

• Marks should be awarded equally on the basis of the level of the candidate’s written expression (range of features used and accuracy) and the 
development of their writing (its organisation and relevance to task and audience).  

• When awarding a ‘best-f it’ mark within a Level for each AO, consider each bullet point equally.  
 
AO3: Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’ choices of form, structure and language produce meaning and style. (Ana lysis) 

• Marks should be awarded equally on the basis of the level of the candidate’s analysis of the text’s elements (form, structure  and language) and 
of the writer’s stylistic choices (including how style relates to audience and shapes meaning).  

• When awarding a ‘best-f it’ mark within a Level for each AO, consider each bullet point equally.  
 
In response to Question 1(a), candidates are required to write between 150 and 200 words. While there is no direct penalty for failing to adhere to 
this requirement, examiners should consider this an aspect of the response’s ‘relevance to purpose’. As such, adherence to the word limit is 
assessed as part of the second bullet point of AO2.   
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Section A: Directed response  
 

Question  Answer Marks 

1(a) Read the following text, which is an article about the use of horses instead of motor vehicles in France.  
 
Your teacher has asked you to write the text for a podcast discussing the advantages of using horsepower in 
modern towns and cities. Use 150–200 words.  
 
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria in Table A.  
 
Additional guidance:  
 
The comments below are illustrative and are not intended to be exhaustive. Candidates may make other valid comments 
that should be credited.  
 
Responses might feature the following: 
 

• Form, audience, purpose, style, conventions, language and structure will be appropriately adapted to suit task  

• Content may include key factual information as well as other relevant ideas 
• Tone will be used to have an impact on the reader and to create an effect.  

10 
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Question  Answer Marks 

1(b) Compare your podcast text with the article, analysing form, structure and language.  
 
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria in Table B.  
 
Additional guidance:  
 
The comments below are illustrative and are not intended to be exhaustive. Candidates may make other valid comments 
that should be credited.  
 
Candidates may organise their response in any appropriate way. They are not required to focus on form, structure and 
language in separate sections. 
 
Responses might compare and analyse the following: 
 
Form 

• The typical text conventions used in the original article (online form) and the candidate’s own podcast  

• The ways in which the different purposes affect the content and style of the two texts 

• The ways in which the article and podcast appeal to their respective intended audiences 
• Any other relevant aspect of the texts’ form 
 
Structure 

• Relatively consistent paragraph length and the effect of this on the reader  
• The way the text develops the idea that horses are effective and respected in their roles 

• The way the text builds its argument and credibility with reference to people’s opinions 

• Discourse markers and other cohesive devices including; tense agreement, anaphoric reference, substitution, etc.  

• The way in which the final sentence of the text adds a light touch and returns to the ‘gentle’ aspect of the title  
• Any other relevant structural feature in the text 

15 
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Question  Answer Marks 

1(b) Language 

• The use of the third person to suggest objectivity 

• The use of onomatopoeia to indicate the sound of the horses: clip-clop 
• The lists of three to emphasise the advantages of using horse-drawn vehicles: it saves on pollution, petrol and noise 

• The positive language used by those interviewed to describe the experience of seeing/hearing/working with the horses: 
so much nicer with an animal; it makes people smile 

• Repetition of the word nostalgia which is refuted 
• The use of factual information, dates, figures to add credibility: At the start of the 20th century, there was one horse for 

every five people in France; a town of 15,000 people in the west of Brittany; brothers aged 8 and 9 who weigh about 
900kg (1,984lb) each; 6–8km/h (3.7–5mph) 

• The naming of the horses suggests admiration and affection for them: Dispar and Circus 
• The fact that the horses are well looked after is indicated in the tone and detail of the description of them: live outdoors 

in a vast paddock with limited work hours; much of their time is spent resting 

• The duties of the horses are not onerous - pulled a small cart; electric assistance for horses going up gradients – 
contrasting with times past: draft horses often did perilous work in industry or down mines. 
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Marking criteria for Section A Question 1 (a)  
 
Table A 
 

Level AO1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety 
of texts. 

5 marks 

AO2: Write effectively, creatively, accurately and 
appropriately, for a range of audiences and purposes. 

5 marks 

5 • Sophisticated understanding of text 
(meaning/context/audience) 

• Insightful reference to characteristic features 
5 marks 

• Sophisticated expression, with a high level of accuracy 

• Content is fully relevant to audience and purpose; ideas are 
developed throughout in a sophisticated manner 

5 marks 

4 • Detailed understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) 
• Effective reference to characteristic features 

 
 

4 marks  

• Effective expression, with a few minor errors which do not 
impede communication 

• Content is relevant to audience and purpose; ideas are 
developed in an effective manner 

4 marks 

3 • Clear understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) 

• Clear reference to characteristic features 
 
 

3 marks 

• Clear expression, with occasional errors which do not impede 
communication 

• Content is relevant to audience and purpose; ideas are 
developed clearly 

3 marks 

2 • Limited understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) 

• Limited reference to characteristic features 
 
 

2 marks  

• Expression is clear but may not flow easily, with frequent errors 
which generally do not impede communication 

• Content is mostly relevant to audience and purpose; ideas are 
developed in a limited manner 

2 marks 
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Level AO1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety 
of texts. 

5 marks 

AO2: Write effectively, creatively, accurately and 
appropriately, for a range of audiences and purposes. 

5 marks 

1 • Basic understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) 
• Minimal reference to characteristic features 
 
 

1 mark  

• Basic expression, with frequent errors which impede 
communication  

• Content may lack relevance to audience and purpose; minimal 
development of ideas 

1 mark 

0 • No creditable response 
0 marks 

• No creditable response 
0 marks 
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Marking criteria for Section A Question 1 (b)  
 
Table B 
 

Level AO1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety 
of texts. 

 
5 marks  

AO3: Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’ 
choices of form, structure and language produce meaning and 
style. 

10 marks  

5 • Sophisticated comparative understanding of texts 
(meaning/context/audience) 

• Insightful reference to characteristic features 
 

5 marks  

• Sophisticated comparative analysis of elements of form, 
structure and language 

• Sophisticated analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices 
relate to audience and shape meaning 

9–10 marks  

4 • Detailed comparative understanding of texts 
(meaning/context/audience) 

• Effective reference to characteristic features 
 

4 marks  

• Detailed comparative analysis of elements of form, structure 
and language 

•  Detailed analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices relate to 
audience and shape meaning 

7–8 marks  

3 • Clear comparative understanding of texts 
(meaning/context/audience) 

• Clear reference to characteristic features 
 

3 marks  

• Clear comparative analysis of elements of form, structure 
and/or language 

• Clear analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices relate to 
audience and shape meaning 

5–6 marks  

2 • Limited understanding of texts (meaning/context/audience), 
with limited comparison 

• Limited reference to characteristic features 
 

2 marks  

• Limited analysis of form, structure and/or language, with limited 
comparison 

• Limited analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices relate to 
audience and shape meaning 

3–4 marks  
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Level AO1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety 
of texts. 

 
5 marks  

AO3: Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’ 
choices of form, structure and language produce meaning and 
style. 

10 marks  

1 • Basic understanding of texts (meaning/context/audience), with 
minimal comparison 

• Minimal reference to characteristic features 
 

1 mark  

• Minimal analysis of form, structure and/or language, with 
minimal comparison 

• Minimal analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices relate to 
audience and shape meaning 

1–2 marks  

0 • No creditable response 
0 marks  

• No creditable response 
0 marks  
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Section B: Text analysis  
 

Question  Answer Marks 

2 Read the following text, which is an online sports article about a cricketer who has adopted a vegan diet.  
 
Analyse the text, focusing on form, structure and language.  
 
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria in Table C.  
 
Additional guidance:  
 
The analysis should address the style, form, genre, structure and language of the text (including specific and relevant 
references), explaining how they create meaning in relation to audience and purpose.   
 
The comments below are illustrative and are not intended to be exhaustive. Candidates may make other valid comments 
that should be credited.  
 
Candidates may organise their response in any appropriate way. They are not required to focus on form, structure and 
language in separate sections. 
 
Responses might analyse the following: 
 
Form 

• the typical text conventions used in the article 

• the ways in which the purpose affects the content and style of the text 
• the ways in which the text appeals to its intended audience, e.g. through the tone and register used in the text 

• any other relevant aspect of the text’s form 
 
Structure 
• the ways in which short paragraphs are used in the text 

• the way in which the texts contrasts with the initial description of a stereotypical Australian cricketer  

• the development of the article mirrors the development of Kane Richards’ adopting a vegan lifestyle  

• any other relevant structural feature in the text 

25 
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Question  Answer Marks 

2 Language 

• use of the third person, and objective mood 

• Use of listing to describe the stereotypical Australian cricketer: big, scary, intimidating, and a win-at-all costs mentality 
• Use of listing to contrast this with the reality of Kane Richards: he is warm, softly spoken, and, above all, acutely aware 

of the bigger picture outside of cricket 

• The use of dialogue to bring Richards to life and help to explain his story: I never really thought about if it would impact 
my cricket because I didn’t care, to be honest 

• The use of contrasts – between Richards’ views and those of more stereotypical cricketers: you’ve got beautiful 
drinking water in a tap, but you see guys around the hotel that are drinking from plastic bottles all the time  

• Lexical fields associated with concern for the environment: plastic bottles, reusable cups, the animals, the environment, 
sustainable 

• The inclusion of humour and mockery: Some guys used to go ‘if you get hungry, are you going to start eating the 
grass?’ 

• The use of colloquial and informal language: Some guys used to go; I'll figure it out 

• The references to vegetables and typical vegan staple foods: scrambled tofu, avocado on toast, legumes, chickpeas, 
beans 

• any other relevant language feature used in the text. 
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Marking criteria for Section B Question 2  
 
Table C 
 

Level AO1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety 
of texts. 
 

5 marks  

AO3: Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’ 
choices of form, structure and language produce meaning and 
style. 

20 marks 

5 • Sophisticated understanding of text 
(meaning/context/audience) 

• Insightful reference to characteristic features 
 
 
 
 
 

5 marks  

• Analysis is sophisticated, coherent and very effectively 
structured 

• Insightful selection of elements of form, structure and language 
for analysis 

• Sophisticated awareness of writer’s stylistic choices, including 
how style relates to audience and shapes meaning 

• Uses precise and fully appropriate language to link evidence 
with explanatory comments 

17–20 marks  

4 • Detailed understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) 

• Effective reference to characteristic features 
 
 
 
 
 

4 marks  

• Analysis is detailed, coherent and effectively structured 

• Effective selection of elements of form, structure and language 
for analysis 

•  Detailed awareness of writer’s stylistic choices, including how 
style relates to audience and shapes meaning 

•  Uses effective and appropriate language to link evidence with 
explanatory comments 

13–16 marks  

3 • Clear understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) 

• Clear reference to characteristic features 
 
 
 
 
 

3 marks  

• Analysis is clear, coherent and well structured 

• Appropriate selection of elements of form, structure and 
language for analysis 

• Clear awareness of writer’s stylistic choices, including how 
style relates to audience and shapes meaning 

• Uses clear and appropriate language to link evidence with 
explanatory comments 

9–12 marks  



9093/12 Cambridge International AS & A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

February/March 2025  

 

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 17 of 17  
 

Level AO1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety 
of texts. 
 

5 marks  

AO3: Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’ 
choices of form, structure and language produce meaning and 
style. 

20 marks 

2 • Limited understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) 

• Limited reference to characteristic features 
 
 
 
 

2 marks  

• Limited analysis, with some structure and limited coherence 

• Some appropriate selection of elements of form, structure 
and/or language for analysis 

• Limited awareness of writer’s stylistic choices 
• Attempts to use appropriate language to link evidence with 

explanatory comments 
5–8 marks  

1 • Basic understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) 
• Minimal reference to characteristic features 

 
 
 
 

1 mark  

• Basic analysis, with minimal structure or coherence 
• Minimal selection of elements of form, structure and language 

for analysis 

• Minimal awareness of writer’s stylistic choices 

• Minimal use of appropriate language to link evidence with 
explanatory comments 

1–4 marks  

0 • No creditable response 
0 marks  

• No creditable response 
0 marks  

 


