
 

                                                                    
 
 

 

 

This document consists of 16 printed pages. 
 

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 

 
[Turn over 

 

Cambridge International AS & A Level 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 9093/12 

Paper 1 Reading October/November 2025 

MARK SCHEME 

Maximum Mark: 50 

 

 

Published 

 
 
This mark scheme is published as an aid to teachers and candidates, to indicate the requirements of  the 
examination. It shows the basis on which Examiners were instructed to award marks. It does not indicate the 
details of the discussions that took place at an Examiners’ meeting before marking began, which would have 
considered the acceptability of  alternative answers.  
 
Mark schemes should be read in conjunction with the question paper and the Principal Examiner Report for 
Teachers. 
 
Cambridge International will not enter into discussions about these mark schemes.  
 
Cambridge International is publishing the mark schemes for the October/November 2025 series for most 
Cambridge IGCSE, Cambridge International A and AS Level components, and some Cambridge O Level 
components. 
 
 
 



9093/12 Cambridge International AS & A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2025  

 

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 2 of 16  
 

Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alon gside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question  
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question  

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.  

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond 
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate  

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 

• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.  

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the fu ll mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thre sholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 

 
 

English & Media subject specific general marking principles 
(To be read in conjunction with the Generic Marking Principles (and requiring further guidance on how to place marks within l evels)) 

 

Components using level descriptors: 

• We use level descriptors as a guide to broad understanding of the qualities normally expected of, or typical of, work in a le vel.  

• Level descriptors are a means of general guidance and should not be interpreted as hurdle statements.  
• Where indicative content notes are supplied for a question, these are not a prescription of required content, and must not be treated as such. 

Alternative correct points and unexpected answers in candidates’ scripts must be given marks that fairly reflect the knowledg e and skills 
demonstrated.  

• While we may have legitimate expectations as to the ground most answers may occupy, we must at all times be prepared to meet 
candidates on their chosen ground, provided it is relevant ground (e.g. clearly related to and derived from a relevant passag e/text and 
meeting the mark scheme requirements for the question). 
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Annotations guidance for centres 
 
Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the 
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standard isation and monitoring 
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and 
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.  
 
We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note  that there may 
not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an 
indication of the quality of the response.  
 
The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.  
 
Annotations 
 

Annotation Meaning 

 Assessment Objective 1 

 Assessment Objective 2 

 Assessment Objective 3 

 
Good point 

 

Error (analysis) 

 SPAG error 

 

Unclear expression / errors throughout 

 Good language 

 Lifted material 

 Purpose 
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Annotation Meaning 

 Addressing the question 

 

Uncertain relevance to the question 

 Repetition 

 Tense error 

 
 
English Language specific marking instructions: 
 
AO1 Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety of texts. (Understanding)  

• Marks should be awarded for the accuracy of the candidate’s understanding of the text and its features, not for any analysis of them which is 
recognised under AO3.  

• Where comparison is required, marks should be awarded for the candidate’s recognition of similarities and differences between  the texts and 
their features, not for any consequent analysis. 

• When awarding a ‘best-f it’ mark within a Level for each AO, consider each bullet point equally.  
 
AO2 Write effectively, creatively, accurately and appropriately, for a range of audiences and purposes. (Writing)  
• Marks should be awarded equally on the basis of the level of the candidate’s written expression (range of features used and accuracy) and the 

development of their writing (its organisation and relevance to task and audience).  

• When awarding a ‘best-f it’ mark within a Level for each AO, consider each bullet point equally.  
 
AO3: Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’ choices of form, structure and language produce meaning and style. (Ana lysis) 
• Marks should be awarded equally on the basis of the level of the candidate’s analysis of the text’s elements (form, structure  and language) and 

of the writer’s stylistic choices (including how style relates to audience and shapes meaning).  

• When awarding a ‘best-f it’ mark within a Level for each AO, consider each bullet point equally.  
 
In response to Question 1(a), candidates are required to write between 150 and 200 words. While there is no direct penalty for failing to adhere to 
this requirement, examiners should consider this an aspect of the response’s ‘relevance to purpose’. As such, adherence to th e word limit is 
assessed as part of the second bullet point of AO2.   
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Section A: Directed response  
 

Question Answer Marks 

1(a) Read the following text, which is an article about the unique outdoor Minack Theatre in Cornwall, UK.  
 
You live in Cornwall. Your friend or family member is planning to spend some time in the area and has asked your 
advice on interesting places to visit. Write an email to them, suggesting a trip to the Minack Theatre. Use 150 –200 
words.      
 
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria in Table A.  
 
Additional guidance:  
 
The comments below are illustrative and are not intended to be exhaustive. Candidates may make other valid comments 
that should be credited.  
 
Responses might feature the following: 
 

• form, audience, purpose, style, conventions, language and structure will be appropriately adapted to suit the task  

• content might include personal references 
• advice about the different aspects of the site 

• tone may advise but could also be informative. 

10 
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Question Answer Marks 

1(b) Compare your email with the article, analysing form, structure and language.  
 
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria in Table B.  
 
Additional guidance:  
 
The comments below are illustrative and are not intended to be exhaustive. Candidates may make other valid comments 
that should be credited.  
 
Candidates may organise their response in any appropriate way. They are not required to focus on form, structure and 
language in separate sections. 
 
Responses might compare and analyse the following: 
 
Form 

• the typical text conventions used in the original article and the candidate’s own email 

• the ways in which the different purposes affect the content and style of the two texts 

• the ways in which the article and the email appeal to the respective intended audiences, e.g. through the tone and 
register used in each text 

• any other relevant aspect of the form of the two texts. 
 
Structure 

• the ways in which the headings and paragraphs or sections are used in the article 
• the way the article develops the subject 

• the way the article references different aspects such as the history of the site, past productions, the setting etc  

• the way that the article ends 
• any other relevant structural features in the text. 

15 
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Question Answer Marks 

1(b) Language 

• factual details and the history of the site are mentioned: In 1976, Minack is taken from the Cornish word ‘meynek’, the 
stage was lit mainly by batteries and car headlight 

• descriptions of Rowena Cade and her investment in the site: enjoyed a privileged upbringing, built this world-famous 
theatre with her own hands, Rowena etched using a screwdriver on the wet cement   

• descriptions of the beauty, remoteness and uniqueness of the location: perched high on golden cliffs above the 
turquoise sea, crystal clear waters, between craggy granite cliffs, clinging to rocky outcrops 

• the use of superlatives to further impress the reader: most beautiful, most unique and magical 

• named places to add credibility to what seems an incredible place/site: Porthcurno Bay, Lizard peninsula, Pedn 
Vounder beach 

• the use of colloquial expressions: blown away by this incredible place 
• the use of lists: the qualities of the gardener Billy Rawlings – quick, strong, courageous and tenacious 

• the use of direct address to fully engage the reader and draw them in:  If you look closer 
• the sense of isolation, remoteness and even danger suggested by the descriptions:  a wind-lashed clifftop, the moon 

shone across the water below, on a slope above a sheer drop into the ocean  

• any other relevant language features in the text. 
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Marking criteria for Section A Question 1(a)  
 
Table A 
 

Level AO1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety 
of texts. 

5 marks 

AO2: Write effectively, creatively, accurately and 
appropriately, for a range of audiences and purposes. 

5 marks 

5 • Sophisticated understanding of text (meaning/context/ 
audience) 

• Insightful reference to characteristic features 
5 marks 

• Sophisticated expression, with a high level of accuracy 

• Content is fully relevant to audience and purpose; ideas are 
developed throughout in a sophisticated manner 

5 marks 

4 • Detailed understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) 
• Effective reference to characteristic features 
 
 

4 marks  

• Effective expression, with a few minor errors which do not 
impede communication 

• Content is relevant to audience and purpose; ideas are 
developed in an effective manner 

4 marks 

3 • Clear understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) 

• Clear reference to characteristic features 
 
 

3 marks 

• Clear expression, with occasional errors which do not impede 
communication 

• Content is relevant to audience and purpose; ideas are 
developed clearly 

3 marks 

2 • Limited understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) 

• Limited reference to characteristic features 
 
 

2 marks  

• Expression is clear but may not flow easily, with frequent 
errors which generally do not impede communication 

• Content is mostly relevant to audience and purpose; ideas are 
developed in a limited manner 

2 marks 

1 • Basic understanding of text (meaning/context/audience) 
• Minimal reference to characteristic features 
 
 

1 mark  

• Basic expression, with frequent errors which impede 
communication  

• Content may lack relevance to audience and purpose; minimal 
development of ideas 

1 mark 
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Level AO1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety 
of texts. 

5 marks 

AO2: Write effectively, creatively, accurately and 
appropriately, for a range of audiences and purposes. 

5 marks 

0 • No creditable response 
0 marks 

• No creditable response 
0 marks 
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Marking criteria for Section A Question 1(b)  
 
Table B 
 

Level AO1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety 
of texts. 
 

5 marks  

AO3: Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’ 
choices of form, structure and language produce meaning 
and style. 

10 marks  

5 • Sophisticated comparative understanding of texts (meaning/ 
context/audience) 

• Insightful reference to characteristic features 
 

5 marks  

• Sophisticated comparative analysis of elements of form, 
structure and language 

• Sophisticated analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices 
relate to audience and shape meaning 

9–10 marks  

4 • Detailed comparative understanding of texts (meaning/context/ 
audience) 

• Effective reference to characteristic features 
 

4 marks  

• Detailed comparative analysis of elements of form, structure 
and language 

•  Detailed analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices relate to 
audience and shape meaning 

7–8 marks  

3 • Clear comparative understanding of texts (meaning/context/ 
audience) 

• Clear reference to characteristic features 
 

3 marks  

• Clear comparative analysis of elements of form, structure 
and/or language 

• Clear analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices relate to 
audience and shape meaning 

5–6 marks  

2 • Limited understanding of texts (meaning/context/audience), 
with limited comparison 

• Limited reference to characteristic features 
 

2 marks  

• Limited analysis of form, structure and/or language, with 
limited comparison 

• Limited analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices relate to 
audience and shape meaning 

3–4 marks  
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Level AO1: Read and demonstrate understanding of a wide variety 
of texts. 
 

5 marks  

AO3: Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’ 
choices of form, structure and language produce meaning 
and style. 

10 marks  

1 • Basic understanding of texts (meaning/context/audience), with 
minimal comparison 

• Minimal reference to characteristic features 
 

1 mark  

• Minimal analysis of form, structure and/or language, with 
minimal comparison 

• Minimal analysis of how the writers’ stylistic choices relate to 
audience and shape meaning 

1–2 marks  

0 • No creditable response 
0 marks  

• No creditable response 
0 marks  

 
  



9093/12 Cambridge International AS & A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2025  

 

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 13 of 16  
 

Section B: Text analysis  
 

Question Answer Marks 

2 Read the following text which is an extract from a book about natural wonders of the world. In the text, the narrator 
describes her encounter with a whale shark.  
 
Analyse the text, focusing on form, structure and language.  
 
Mark according to the levels of response marking criteria in Table C.  
 
Additional guidance:  
 
The analysis should address the style, form, genre, structure and language of the text (including specific and relevant 
references), explaining how they create meaning in relation to audience and purpose.   
 
The comments below are illustrative and are not intended to be exhaustive. Candidates may make other valid comments 
that should be credited.  
 
Candidates may organise their response in any appropriate way. They are not required to focus on form, structure and 
language in separate sections. 
 
Responses might analyse the following: 
 
Form 

• the typical text conventions used in non-fiction 
• the ways in which the purpose affects the content and style of the text 

• the ways in which the extract appeals to its intended audience, e.g. through the tone and register used in the text  

• any other relevant aspects of the text’s form 
 
Structure 

• the ways in which minor/short/long sentences, and short/long paragraphs are used in the text  

• the way in which the extract is structured to reflect the experience of the narrator as she swims with the sharks for the 
first time 

• any other relevant structural features in the text 

25 
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Question Answer Marks 

2 Language 

• descriptions of the narrator’s vivid imagination/fears: I thought for sure I would be swallowed whole 

• the use of a lexical field of fear: terror, terrified, frighten, I wept 
• repetition/anaphora: I wasn’t prepared for… – to show how the reality is so different from her expectation 

• the development in the dive master’s speech from anodyne comments – no need to worry – to panic - flaaat! and very 
rare to happen at all 

• the description of the physical impact of the experience on the narrator: I could barely walk, all the muscles had been 
tensed for the last half hour, I wept with my face in my hands 

• the use of lists – for example of dangers: blacktip reef, spotted wobbegong, zebra and sand tiger sharks 

• the expressions of disgust with the artif iciality and limitations of the environment which these creatures are trapped in: a 
slow curve around the same planted coral and faux sea-cliff 

• the conclusion which indicates the narrator’s anger in the anaphora: For science. For entertainment. For spectacle. 
Perhaps for a little of all three. 

• any other relevant language feature used in the text. 
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Marking criteria for Section B Question 2  
 
Table C 
 

Level AO1: Read and demonstrate 
understanding of a wide variety of texts. 

5 marks  

AO3:  Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’ choices of form, structure 
and language produce meaning and style. 

20 marks 

5 • Sophisticated understanding of text 
(meaning/context/audience) 

• Insightful reference to characteristic 
features 

 
 

5 marks  

• Analysis is sophisticated, coherent and very effectively structured 

• Insightful selection of elements of form, structure and language for analysis 
• Sophisticated awareness of writer’s stylistic choices, including how style relates to 

audience and shapes meaning 

• Uses precise and fully appropriate language to link evidence with explanatory 
comments 

17–20 marks  

4 • Detailed understanding of text 
(meaning/context/audience) 

• Effective reference to characteristic 
features 

 
4 marks  

• Analysis is detailed, coherent and effectively structured 

• Effective selection of elements of form, structure and language for analysis 
•  Detailed awareness of writer’s stylistic choices, including how style relates to 

audience and shapes meaning 

•  Uses effective and appropriate language to link evidence with explanatory comments 
13–16 marks  

3 • Clear understanding of text (meaning/ 
context/audience) 

• Clear reference to characteristic 
features 

 
3 marks  

• Analysis is clear, coherent and well structured 

• Appropriate selection of elements of form, structure and language for analysis 

• Clear awareness of writer’s stylistic choices, including how style relates to audience 
and shapes meaning 

• Uses clear and appropriate language to link evidence with explanatory comments 
9–12 marks  

2 • Limited understanding of text (meaning/ 
context/audience) 

• Limited reference to characteristic 
features 

 
2 marks  

• Limited analysis, with some structure and limited coherence 
• Some appropriate selection of elements of form, structure and/or language for 

analysis 

• Limited awareness of writer’s stylistic choices 

• Attempts to use appropriate language to link evidence with explanatory comments 
5–8 marks  
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Level AO1: Read and demonstrate 
understanding of a wide variety of texts. 

5 marks  

AO3:  Analyse the ways in which writers’ and speakers’ choices of form, structure 
and language produce meaning and style. 

20 marks 

1 • Basic understanding of text (meaning/ 
context/audience) 

• Minimal reference to characteristic 
features 

1 mark  

• Basic analysis, with minimal structure or coherence 
• Minimal selection of elements of form, structure and language for analysis 

• Minimal awareness of writer’s stylistic choices 

• Minimal use of appropriate language to link evidence with explanatory comments 
1–4 marks  

0 • No creditable response 
0 marks  

• No creditable response 
0 marks  

 


